
String Quartet #4

Inga Chinilina




Tuning and notation:


Open strings should be tuned in perfect fifth.


Notes marked with a neutral accidental are in tune with open strings (or with the 9th partial of a string that is two 
fifths below the string of the same pitch class)


Harmonics (this piece uses only natural harmonics) are marked with a circle above the note.


For accidentals I use HEJI notation  developed by Marc Sabat and Wolfgang von Schweinitz. Additionally, a Roman 1

numeral indicates a string number and an Arabic numeral indicates a partial to which this note should be tuned.


Arrow indicates a slow depressing of the harmonic and allowing the open string to 
enter its full sound gradually.


A scale notated with HEJI accidentals


The deviations from Equal temperament in the table below are given for a theoretical situation which is impossible 
in real life. Preferable to tune to natural harmonics, but using the table for a reference is an option if it is helpful.


Ratio Dev. from the 
Pythagorean

Partial 
number

Dev. 
from 
the ET

Dev. 
from the 
ET

Dev. 
from 
the ET

Dev. 
from 
the ET

Dev. 
from 
the ET

11/8 +53.3 11 F +49 C +51 G +53 D +55 A +57

9/8 0 9 D +2 A +4 E +6 B +8 F# +10

7/4 -27.3 7 Bb -33 F -31 C -29 G -27 D -25

5/4 -21.5 5 E -16 B -14 F# -12 C# -10 G# -8

3/2 0 3 G 0 D +2 A +4 E +6 B +8

Open string 
(fundamentals)

1 C -2 G 0 (98Hz) D +2 A +4 E +6

                                  Cello, Viola

Violin

 The Extended Helmholtz-Ellis JI Pitch Notation,  https://marsbat.space/pdfs/fulllegendE.pdf1
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